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Home Sweet Home 3 Rubble Facts

Rubble walls are different from ordinary walls because they are not built with bricks or flat blocks (kantun). The stones are rough and of different shapes and sizes.

Rubble walls are also called dry-stone walls. 

This is because the builders do not use mortar 

(tikħil) or cement to hold the stones together.

Rubble walls are strong and stay in place because the builders fit the stones very carefully, like a jigsaw puzzle. You need lots of practice to learn to build a rubble wall.

Rubble walls are built around fields to mark 

where one field ends and another begins. 

If you have animals like sheep and goats 

in your field, rubble walls help keep them 

from walking off and getting lost.

Rubble walls are great 
for holding the soil in, 
especially when the fields 
are on slopy ground.

Rubble walls let rainwater 

through the holes between 

the stones so the field will not 

drown when it’s very rainy.

All those nice holes between the stones make 
wonderful hidey-holes for many creatures. A 
rubble wall is a great habitat for nature.

Geckoes, snakes, lizards 
and skinks sun themselves on 
the warm stones, and in winter 
they hide away in the cracks 
and sleep safe and dry.

Snails wedge themselves in 
shady cracks to hide from the 
sun and sleep the summer away.

Wasps use the stones 
as a base on which to 
build their nests.

Many wildflowers grow on rubble walls or at the bottom.  Flowers attract more insects, like butterflies, moths, 
bugs, bees and wasps.

Rubble Facts!
Rubble walls are great

for wildlife!

Ants, beetles, bugs, slugs, 
millipedes, hedgehogs, 
shrews and weasels live in 
and around rubble walls.

Lots of lichens (likeni) and 
mosses (ħażiż) too grow on 
walls, sometimes even ferns 
(felċi) which are very rare.

Is it fake?
Some builders make brick walls and then cover 

them with rough stones to look like rubble 
walls. But the face is flat and that gives them 
away. Real rubble walls don’t have a flat face 
and they are usually less than 3 metres high. 

Birds perch on top of 
the walls and use them 
as look-out posts.

Spiders build their webs 
and shelters in the gaps 
between the stones.
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