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1. Start with a discussion
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Project the "Minibeast name cards" (seeDownloadable Materials) on the whiteboard. Ask the children what they already know about them
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and which onesthey’veseen before. Encourage an open conversation,you may hear negative reactions, but the aim of this activity is to shift
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their perspective by helping them understand the essential role these creatures play in the cycle of life.
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2. Explore the Minibeast Collage
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Show the "Minibeast Collage" from the Downloadable Materials. In pairs or small groups (2–4 children), ask them toobservethe photos and
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discuss what they discover about the creatures,for example:
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“What do they eat?”,“Where do they live?”,“Do they prefer dark or light places?”,“Do they like wet or dry habitats?”
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Invite each group to share one thing they like about every minibeast. Support their learning with facts from the "
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MinibeastMinifacts
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" file(Downloadable Materials ).
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3. Go on a minibeast hunt
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Take the children outdoors to search for minibeasts around the school grounds. Compare what you see with the information you discussed
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earlier. Pay special attention to compost or leaf litter where woodlice and other creatures live.
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Encourage the children to touch, smell, andobservethe difference between compost and soil,notice how compost is darker and richer because
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it’sfull of nutrients created by these tiny recyclers. This helps the children value the service minibeasts provide to plants, soil, and people.
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4. Compare humus and soil

Y2 Activity Sheets Year 2

Children appreciate minibeasts
and the vital service they

provide to soil, plants and us.
Minibeast Magic 1

d i n j a w a h d a . b i r d l i f e m a l t a . o r g



Y2 Activity Sheets Year 2

Children appreciate minibeasts
and the vital service they

provide to soil, plants and us.
Minibeast Magic 1

d i n j a w a h d a . b i r d l i f e m a l t a . o r g



Outdoors, fill two clear containers: one with humus mixed in water, the other with soil in water.Ask the children to compare the two and
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describe what they see.Explain that when a plant absorbs water through its roots, it drinks in the nutrient-rich “juice” created with the help of
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minibeasts.
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Important!
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Make sure the children wash their hands after the activity (avoid
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single usewipes).
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5. Show the nutrient cycle
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Back in the classroom, draw a simple version of the nutrient cycle on the board:
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living plant → dead plant → woodlouse breaks it into small pieces → pieces enrich the soil → new plant grows
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Link this process to recycling bins, showing how minibeasts are nature’s recyclers, constantly creating food in the soil.
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Send photos of
□ Children discussing minibeast photos □ Children observing minibeasts in schoolyard

Y2 Activity Sheets Year 2

Children appreciate minibeasts
and the vital service they

provide to soil, plants and us.
Minibeast Magic 1

d i n j a w a h d a . b i r d l i f e m a l t a . o r g


